HITLER   WRITES   MEIN KAMPF
Hitler and wrote   an open letter to  the   Volkischer
Beobachter in which he announced his breach with the
Party.   The following passage in his memoirs was
suppressed after his reconciliation with Hitler:

1 know that certain men refuse to listen to those
who warn them of danger; I do not approve of them,
A true friendship used to bind me to Hitler. Flatterers
surrounded him, no one dared to criticize him, but it
was my duty to speak to him openly.5

Soon there was such high feeling among the
prisoners that they split into two camps and refused
to sit beside each other. Hitler remained with Weber
and Frick, while Ludendorff, Poehner, Kriebel and
Roehm formed a group on their own.

The trial dragged on for weeks and months without
the shadows clearing. The various roles were, so to
speak, written in advance. Thanks to Giirtner, the
Minister of Justice, Adolf was assured of not incurring
the penalty he dreaded most, namely expulsion from
Germany. Not having done his military service in
Austria, he had forfeited his Austrian nationality, and
he had not yet acquired German nationality. Had he
been expelled from Germany, he would have been a
man without a country, unwanted everywhere. More
than one mystery surrounds Hitler's past. He is known
to have served in the German Army during the war,
but how and where he won his Iron Gross is unknown,
and no doubt always will be.

The court delivered its judgment on April i.
Ludendorff was the only one to be acquitted. The
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